


LYVENNET LINK 
Next Issue - 1st November 2024
Copy deadline  25th October 2024

As you have probably gathered the Link may not be out by the 1st of the month. 
I would encourage anyone advertising events early in the month to also put them 
in the previous issue.)
edited by Nick Thomas   e-mail: nickthomas@macace.net  

Articles and contributions etc., would be appreciated preferably by e-mail nickthomas@macace.net. Please send 
items as either text in the body of the email or as a word document. (apple-mac files acceptable)
Please do not send Microsoft publisher documents as I am unable to open them. 
 

Parish	Council	Minutes.
Minutes	of	Parish	Council	mee3ngs	are	available	at:

www.crosbyravensworthparish.org.uk
Planning applications are available to view on the Yorkshire Dales 
planning portal here: 
https://planning.agileapplications.co.uk/yorkshiredales
and on Westmorland and Furness Council's portal here:  
https://eforms.eden.gov.uk/fastweb/search.asp

 Services and events at your Parish Church in October

Sunday October 6th  11.00am Holy Communion with Bishop James Bell
Sunday 13th      11.00am    Holy Communion with Rev Stephen Tudway
Sunday 20th       6.30pm    Evening Prayer with Rev Stephen Tudway & 
David Jones
Sunday 27th      11.00am   All-age Morning Worship with Ruth Hutchings 

Special events
Harvest Silent Auction/coffee morning MMVI see poster below
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October 31st All Hallows' Eve [aka Halloween]

 5-8pm Church entirely candlelit for quiet 
contemplation on this special night, to 
remember family and loved ones:
'The stillness of holy places' is palpable so 
come, enjoy, light a candle.
[Thanks to Steve Holroyd for this stunning photograph]





Crosby Preschool  
Pop in ‘n Play 

We offer parents and children aged 0-4 yrs a 
monthly opportunity to visit our fantastic 
preschool. Come and meet the staff and 
pupils, take advantage of our terrific early 
years provision and enjoy fun-filled activities!  

“Teaching staff take good care of children in the 
early years. They get to know these children well. 
Teachers build good relationships with children 
and their parents and carers.”                   OFSTED 

9.30 –10.30am at Crosby 
Preschool 

Please let us know you’re 
coming. 

x 14th Oct 2024 

x 9th Dec 2024 

x 3rd Feb 2025 

x 24th Mar 2025 

x 12th May 2025 

x 7th July 2025 

Crosby Preschool: 
Small Steps Towards a Big Future 

For any more information please call school on: 01931 715265 
admin@crosbyravensworth.cumbria.sch.uk  



 

If your child was born between 1st September 2021 and 31st  
December 2021, they will be eligible to receive 15 hours free  
universal nursery education from January 2025.  Some children 
may be entitled to 30 hrs per week, depending on family circum-
stances. To find out more visit: www.childcarechoices.gov.uk.  

Crosby Preschool: 

Small Steps towards 

a Big Future  

Admission to  
Crosby Preschool 

January 2025 

(Spring Term)  

Preschool hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9am-3.30pm 
 

Choose your 15 hours from within this or  
pay to top-up. 
Children may bring their own packed lunch  
or stay for a school dinner. 

More information and an SA13 application form   
is available on the council website. Forms should be  
returned to school, together with a copy of a birth 
certificate and utility bill as proof of address.  

                           For more information or to  
arrange a visit please contact the school 

office: 
     Phone: 01931 715265 or email: 

admin@crosbyravensworth.cumbria.sch.uk  





Soup	&	Sweets	Lunch

Sunday	13th	October
12.00pm-2.00pm

CROSBY	RAVENSWORTH	
VILLAGE	HALL

Adults	£8.00	|	Children	£4
	
Come	and	enjoy	a	warming	autumn	lunch	
at	our	welcoming	village	hall.
A	delicious	range	of	tasty	soups	and	our	
temp3ng	homemade	puds	will	be	on	offer.



Friday 18th October
Crosby Ravensworth 
Village Hall
Wicked Little Letters (15)
 
Set	 in	 the	 1920s	 and	 based	 on	 a	 true	 story	 of	 warring	

neighbours,	 this	 comical	 and	 foul-mouthed	 farce	 is	
elevated	by	sparky	performances	from	the	ever-brilliant	
Olivia	 Coleman	 and	 Jessie	 Buckley.	 When	 the	 very	
conserva3ve	Edith	and	fellow	residents	begin	to	receive	
leMers	full	of	uninten3onally	hilarious	profani3es,	 their	
rowdy	neighbour	Rose	is	suspected	of	the	crime.

Lasagna Supper 7.00pm
Vegetarian Option Available      
Film starts at 8.00pm
Film & Supper £10 | Film Only £5
Tel. 07584 251352 or email

lynn-barnes@outlook.com

*booking essential | cash only 
on-the-door *

please let us know if you have any special dietary requirements 
when booking
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Maulds	Meaburn	WhatsApp	Group/email	contact
Maulds	Meaburn	has	a	very	successful	Whats	App	group.	It’s	a	good	way	to	keep	in	
touch	with	things	that	are	going	on,	ask	ques3ons	and	ask	for	help	etc.	It	is	not	‘just	
for	Meaburn	residents’.

If	you	would	like	to	join	the	group	and	are	happy	to	put	up	with	the	occasional	
message	not	meant	for	the	group…	😂	please	email	me	with	a	mobile	number	and	I	
will	add	you.

Alterna3vely,	if	you	would	like	to	receive	a	personal	email	outlining	events	at	MMVI	
this	is	also	an	op3on.

Karen	Asquith
hollyhowe15@me.com

Maulds Meaburn Village Institute
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Maulds Meaburn Village Institute Regular Activities

Please see our website at MMVI.org to check.

Mondays…

9.30-11.30am Badminton in the main hall. Newcomers of all abilities including 
beginners, are always welcome.

2-4pm (apart from public bank holidays) the Post Office provides an outreach 
service, saving you a trip to Appleby/Penrith.

Tuesdays…

On the second Tuesday of the month, Book Club meets between 10.30am and 
midday.

On the fourth Tuesday of the month, Yarn Group meets between 10.30am and 
midday. Bring along your latest project whether that be knitting, crocheting ,sewing, 
embroidery, tapestry, whatever your craft may be.

The first WEDNESDAY of the month is Coffee Morning, 10.30am- midday. All 
welcome. We now have occasional pop up craft tables for you to stock up your 
present box or treat yourself to something. 

If you have bits to sell etc and you would like a table in the main hall please contact 
Karen to arrange.

Thursdays…

Meeting of the Wine Group (meets bi-monthly) 7pm onwards. New members always 
welcome-come along to see what it’s like. Please contact Pete on 
tighmara@yahoo.co.uk

Fridays…

The Gather Inn often happens on the second Friday of the month, (please check with 
Karen if there is nothing specific advertised) It’s usually from 7pm for a ‘drop in for a 
drink and a chat’. Occasional ‘extras’ are advertised. The bar will be open for all 
Gather Inn’s.
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Needle Felted Herdwick Sheep
with Teesdale Felt

Crosby Ravensworth Village Hall
CA10 3HY

Sun 03 Nov 1:00pm - 4:00pm
Tickets £35 | 07584 251352

book online www.highlightsnorth.co.uk

Create your own delightful needle felted Herdwick sheep
with artist Claire Priestley. This workshop is suitable for 

beginners, as well as those wishing to refine their felting skills.
All materials and equipment are included. 

CREATIVE HIGHLIGHTS



See the poster every Tuesday evening 5pm - 9am 
Pizza evenings to start with, you can eat in the pub & have a drink or
takeaway.
The food will change along the way...Kitty











NEWS FROM CROSBY RAVENSWORTH C OF E 
SCHOOL

Hello, after the summer break. As we welcomed back the children 
to the start of a new school year and the autumn term, we were also 
saying a heartfelt goodbye, good luck and most of all, thank you to 
Pauline, our school business manager, who was leaving to take up 
another post. We are incredibly grateful for the wonderful work 
Pauline has done over the past eight years and she’ll be greatly 
missed by everyone in our community. Our search for a new 
manager has begun.
 
The children have soon settled back in to school life and are really 
enjoying their weekly pony riding lessons at Bank House Farm. As 
well as riding they also get to groom the horses. Please take a look 
at the photographs on our facebook page.....their faces say it all 
and apologies to parents if ‘a pony’ now appears on their Christmas 
wish list to Santa!
 
This term, the children in Class 1 have been bringing in photos 
which remind them of a special memory encouraging them to think 
about themselves and their bodies. Class 2 meanwhile are learning 
all about the Vikings.
 
With Harvest time just around the corner, class 1 recently enjoyed a 
visit to the Salvation Army food bank where, through activities, they 
learnt about the importance of giving food to be shared. We are 
having our own Harvest festival service in Church on 3rd October at 
2.30pm. Members of the Lunch club will also be joining us and 
there will be donations of fresh produce which will be auctioned off 
at a coffee morning on Saturday 5th  October at Maulds Meaburn 
Village Institute between 10.30am and midday. The proceeds raised 
will be given to the Eden Food Bank.  
 
Our next ‘Pop in and Play’ is on Monday 14th October. All children 
currently not in school or pre-school, from birth up to 5 years are 
welcome to join us from 9.30am until 10.30am for fun and games. 
Please phone on 01931 715265 to let us know if you’d like to come. 



Parents must accompany children. Please do pass on the message 
to anyone who you think might also like to know. This session gives 
you the opportunity to visit our fantastic school and meet the staff 
and pupils, whilst taking advantage of our terrific early years 
provision and your little ones can enjoy fun filled activities. If you are 
unable to come to this one, don’t worry there is another session on 
9th December.
 
Before we close this month’s update we have two pleas......Firstly, 
we need a clerk for our governing body. We are certain that there 
is someone in, or just outside of our village who would be perfect for 
the role. If you are organised, detail-oriented and passionate about 
supporting education then this role offers a unique opportunity to 
contribute to the governance of our school, working closely with 
dedicated governors and staff. Full induction and training will be 
given. Secondly we are looking for an Early Years Foundation 
Stage Class Teacher  to join  us. For further details, visit the 
vacancies page of our school website. https://
www.crosbyravensworth.cumbria.sch.uk/vacancies/ .
 
 
Until next month.....…
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 THE POWER OF MUSIC 
 by  William Wood
 

“Give me one reason why I should not kill you,” said the general.

“Hand me my guitar, then,” said the prisoner. Though bloodied and in torn, soiled clothing 

he spoke with authority. A uniformed guard stood on either side of the chair to which he was 

secured.

The general faced them seated the other side of a table that served as his desk. He had not 

expected such quiet defiance from a man long interrogated.  He hesitated.

“Are you serious?”

“Pass me my guitar,” repeated the prisoner through broken teeth.

“Very well.”  The general gave an order to one of the guards. The guitar was brought in. The 

prisoner’s arms were freed and he received it with concealed pleasure, almost fondling the neck of 

the instrument as he settled it across his body. Tentatively he brushed the strings and with a look of 

concern said, “I shall need to retune it.”

“I will give you five minutes.  Then you will play for your life.” He left the room while the 

prisoner inspected his battered instrument, made some adjustments and tightened several of its 

twelve strings.

 When he re-entered the room the general ordered the two guards to come round to his side 

of the table and to sit facing the performer.

 The prisoner did not look up. Judging his audience to be ready he began with a loud flourish 

of dissonant chords, a musical scream of anguish, a scream of pain and of rage. Startled into 

immediate attention the general recognised at once this man’s technical ability.  The cynical smirk 

left his face. He had not expected the improvisation that followed.  The music expressed the 

prisoner’s anger and despair, but it also reflected the general’s own unease. When with a few 



plangent chords the music changed and a sad melody echoed off the bare walls of the grim cell, the 

general fought his own emotion.

 The musician always tried to imitate the human voice, in his opinion the best musical 

instrument of all, but speech has already failed. When true inspiration came he forgot about his 

fingers and his tapping feet.  It felt to him like a sensation of control, of domination.  His task was 

to drag out the feelings, the suffering, the protest from where he did not know.  He was only the 

medium and as the rhythmic music persisted it set up a magical flow, a stream of meaning. The 

prisoner was lost in his music making, unaware of his cell, of his confinement, of the importance of 

this recital.

 After the abuse he had suffered in prison, to hold his guitar was both a release and a 

comfort, like returning to a mother, to a lover. And that love came through. He was playing now for 

humanity. He was playing a universal song of love.

 The general was engrossed.  At first the music had dredged up his personal feelings of guilt 

and disgust but now he was close to being overwhelmed by the beauty of what he was hearing. This 

man was dangerous.

 When the maestro stopped playing he let the guitar fall into his lap and bowed his head. He 

was soaked in sweat and tears, exhausted.

  One of the guards had almost failed to restrain himself from applauding, the other muttered 

“bravo” under his breath.

 With moist eyes the general met the prisoner’s gaze, acknowledged his performance with the 

slightest of nods and said to the guards,

 “Set him free. But before you do so, cut off his left hand”

As many people may know there was a complete change of the Management Committee and 
Trustees at Maulds Meaburn Village Institute during 2023. Since then the new committee have 

been finding their feet and getting to grips with what’s what, that done we have now produced a 
draft Management Plan for the next few years, which is shown below.

If you have any comments please get in touch mmvichair@gmail.com Thanks.
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Draft MMVI Management Plan     2024 -2027

The current situation 
We seem to be financially breaking even.
We have massively reduced some bills
Everything in the hall is working.
We have good procedures to know what we are doing with money
The users groups as quite stable.
The talks are a huge success.
The large events we put on are being successful but a lot of work.
 
SWOT 

Strengths
- The people on the committee are committed, hard working and doing so effectively but there 

are succession issues as all came on within 10 months of each other, two years ago!
- The MC work well together and are friendly and positive 
- Everything in the hall is working. Things like decoration are in good order, we have a cleaner 

and the hall seems to be being kept acceptably clean and tidy. The fridge has been replaced
- The talks are a huge success. tickets available from TIC Appleby
- Coffee mornings are also a big success
- The bar has a stock control system and seems to be making 40-50% returns.
- People seem to like the hall, I know a few times people have said to me they think MMVI is a 

very nice VH to visit
- PA system was replaced in September 24 so we are in a better position to develop talks
Weaknesses
- Small number of people on MC
- Not enough trustees. We need to decide what really is the role of a trustee and check out the 

insurance situation re liability.
- Parking/driving to events with drinks 
- Non themed Gather Inns are hard to manage 

Opportunities 
- The hall is under used
- The Robson room could be used more
- More talks big one and minor one each month in winter/all year?
- More external events
- Getting community members to run events to generate modest income?
- Consider Grant aid -especially for solar power
- Develop the back garden for summer evenings
- Things for kids

Threats
- Rising fuel costs
- Further reduction in MC members 
- MC members burn out.
- General complacency 
- CRVH developing and not collaborating 

Draft Plan for community feedback.  . Any thought or ideas please email mmvichair@gmail.co
Developments

Relations with the community 
• Develop further the idea of  MC and Task Force
• Consider how to get more and younger people involved.
• Open the hall only during school holidays for young people
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• The management of the green has developed traction CRPC are not engaging as they could, I 
can see some sort of residents association or friends of MMVG developing, I think we should 
fully support and if it happens work to mutual benefit, we use the green.

• More events on the green
• Questionnaire round residents and Link, what do you want from MMVI

Back and front garden entrance  plans
• What could we do out there?
• Is it worth it?
• A marquee for the entrance area or use on the green -  purchased July 2014

Fund raising
• Grants ?
• Sponsorship – both commercial and local ?

Other Development ideas
• A community printer. A 3D printer?
• Emergency shelter, have half a dozen camp beds and sleeping bags, in case anyone in the 

village needs to leave their home at short notice, eg flooding?
• Hire out equipment we have; the BBQ or pergola, or old PA who knows what else?

Marketing our events and for externals eg weddings

• The posters we do are excellent.
• Do we have a email mailing list to send mail shots (inc posters) ?
• We seem fairly good at Facebook but not younger peoples social media, instagram, Tik Tok, 

Snapchat etc
• I think if we could this would be a whole job for someone on MC. 

Draft Plan for community feedback.  . Any thought or ideas please email mmvichair@gmail.com

Objectives

2024
1. More people on MC
2. More Trustees
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3. Complete Management Plan - decide development priorities 
4. Upgrade PA system
5. Web site going
6. Use Social media better
7. Continued / increased talks
8. All current regular events

Completed so far in 2024
• Purchased a marquee
• Have a good functioning website
• Have content for Facebook
• A good programme of talks
• Open afternoon during school holidays for young people
• Coffee mornings have a small number of trade tables
•  New PA system

2025

9. All current regular events
10.Fewer Gather Inns
11.Establish an annual ceilidh
12.Continue the talk programme with a new PA
13.More activities for young people
14.More music events
15.Questionnaire about what residents would like from MMVI
16.Major spring fair on green
17.Review Management Plan

2026

18.Continue things as 2025
19. Installation of solar panels with grant aid
20.A repaint of heavy use areas
21.Exit  plan for current committee members
22.Review Management Plan

• MC = Management Committee
• VH = Village Hall

Draft Plan for community feedback.  . Any thought or ideas please email mmvichair@gmail.com







GREAT	NORTH	AIR	AMBULANCE	BUS	SHELTER	COLLECTIONS	HAVE	
STOPPED........BUT......

	
We are no longer running the 'Bus stop' collections from your village 
on the 2nd Wednesday of each month, so please don’t leave any 
donations there.
 
The GREAT news is we have now employed a driver that lives very 
close to you. This means we can collect your donations for us 
ANYTIME you wish. You no longer have to wait until the Bus Stop 
run!
 
Just contact us to make your collection appointment.
 
Complete an online form -
 
https://www.greatnorthairambulance.co.uk/support-us/fundraising/
recycle/clothing-collections/
 
Or call us on 01325 308139 to arrange a collection.We love to 
accept any clean clothing, coats, belts, shoes (in pairs) and 
handbags.
 
Unfortunately we're UNABLE to collect any household textiles such 
as towels, bedding, curtains and table cloths and books/bric a brac 
as these cost the charity to be taken away which isn't great for our 
funds.
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We employ all of our drivers and own all of our vans so you know 
that ALL of your donation come to us direct. We receive no 
Government grants, we totally depend on your donations to keep 
saving lives in your area.
 
We haven’t put bags out door to door for a year now in order to 
save plastic waste.
 
All of our donations are by pre-arranged collection only.
 
Thank you for your donations in advance!


