the world, who use their
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GROOMING
As the majority of Users who pley Minetraft are
children, Lthis makek it an ‘sppeabing’ gateway for
oomers, It Has bewn reportsd lhammu uiers
faw created workds in Minscrall 16 fure young
people inlo a convarsation to ask for enplicit photos.
There have evan baen maore setious cases in which
children have baen mmm thise people
in .

CYBERBULLYING & GRIEFING
in multiplayer mode there ks a live chat feature
which allows players to talk o sthar players
through Laxt, This chat functionality includes basic
fiftering 1o block out externsd links and olfeniive
Language belng shared, but waries between sach
starvar. Griefing s when someont purposaly Upiats
angther player during the game, This can ba done

sométhing lo spoll gameplay for another.
Exsentially, "Griofing ks a form of cyberbullylng and
can be extremely frustrating for playsis.

Online’
Safgty

DISABLE OR MODERATE CHAT
To avoid potentially iInappropriate comments in a
Ive chal, you can follow these steps 10 turn live
chat off; 1, Select ‘Options' 2. Toggle tha Chat
bution to "Hidden' or ‘Commands Only’ Bear in
mind that the chat leaturs is also where your child
<an enter commands during the gama, so this may
restrict their game play.

MONITOR YOUTUBE TUTORIALS
Marvy Minecraft users tum to “YouTuby' (or video
Ups on improving thelr game play and discovering
new techniques, Although many videos are
age-appropriate, some intlude sexual references
and bad language. We suggest watchlng Minecraft
tutorial videas logether with your child. if your
child is under the age of 13, we suggesl insialling
YouTube Kids' which provides » safer platform for
children 1o salely find the content they want.
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they collect and also have the opportunity to
axplore other people's creations with their

differant ‘wervers' to join, which are created by
other players. making every axperience of

by rulning somebody’s craation or genenally dolng -

rnrm '}'lﬂ) N

Minecralt unique.

COMMUNICATINGWITH
STRANGERS

Minecralt hco'tﬁorlnl lholmndl ol ur\untn
choose from which are a world or place
created by the public and & uiers 1o play
tha game online or via a local area network
with olhaers, No twa servers are the same and
gach hasits own Individual which are
controlled by the creator, This means that some
servers will allow communication. wl!h

strangers,
VIRUSES & MM.WARE
FROM MODS
There are sevaral websites that offer
downloadable ‘mods’ which mediy gameplay
In a number of ways. Most of the mods will be
safe to use, but as thay have been created by
tha public, they will often contain vireses that
can Infect your child's device and potentially try

and find parsonal Information about you of
your chibd,

National

SCAN'MODS’ FOR MALWARE

Minecralt ‘mods’ add content to games 1o giva
axtiia options to interact and change the way the
gama looks and feels. However, althaugh 'mods’

can tulng fum for a child, Vs important to consldaer
that dowaloading and installing ‘mods’ could
pratentlally infect thedr davices with a virus or
malware. In 2017, security company Symantec
stated that between 600,000 and 2.5 million
Mineeralt playets had installed dodgy appi. mhich
hijacked players devices and uiad tham to power
an adverthing botnet. Initall 2 mabware scanner
on every devics that your child plays Minecraft on
and make sure it's regularty kept up-to date.

PLAY IN ‘CREATIVE’ OR
‘PEACEFUL'MODE
Even though the age limit is 10+, Minecraft can
be quite overwheiming at time4, especially for
youngar players or SEND children, We supgert
reatricting your child to play In ‘creative mode’
ar ‘pesceful mode' which lakes away the
s ylval alement and removes the scarior’
monster/zombie characters.
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Minescralt s played by milllons of children sround

uvugwnnon to bulild
three dimensional worlds with virtual bullding
blocks in a digital, plublld landscape. 1 s classod
a3 a ‘sandbox game,' which means players have the
fe to build theilr own creations with ‘blodks’

characters. Players can choose from thousands of

Minecraft has
approximately

users each

y
A AGE RESTRICTION &
L] 'FANTASY VIOLENCE'
f According to the ‘Entertaining Software
Rating Board’ (ESRB), Minecraft {3 sultable for
’ uurl 104, Due to M‘hnan Violance,
" RB states that this rating has
ghﬁm as'players can angage In vl-oknt acts
such as imlng lnkmls enn and hmrmhg d

omslonal! hurd as playm uu Itn
ta fend off craatures and
srwironmaent”

CHILDREN MAY BECOME
ADDICTED

As with other games, Minaceaft is a game
where players can keep ratrning with
I constant challenges and parsonal goals to
§ achieve. Children may find It difficult to know
when to slop playing, Bacoming absorbed In
the game and loslng track of time.

SETTIME LIMITS
With ‘Gaming Disorder’ becoming an official health
condition, we suggest setting a reasonalide time limit
when playing MinecralL Parents can use parental
tontrols on devices 1o limit the time a child plays
oames, 118 worth having 8 converiation with your
child to understand which 'mode’ they are playing the
game, Thix may help you decide on the amount of
time you would like them to play, For example. a mini
game will have an “end.’ but this will depend on how
long the game creator has made Lhe game Last. In
‘wurvival mode, the game hat no end as there is no
goal to be achloved other than the child’s own e.g.
alter they have bullt rvomething.

CHOOSE SERVERS CAREFULLY

To protect your child from engaging in
conversalion with strangers, advise them to only
enter sorvars with people they know and trut,
Your child can alio create their own multiplayer
servar and ihare this with thelr filends, which is
saler and more controlled than joining a
stranges’s sorver,
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