
 Lyvennet Link

Number 265

March 2026


The Newsletter for Maulds Meaburn, 

Crosby Ravensworth,

Kings Meaburn  and 

Reagill



LYVENNET LINK 

Next Issue - 1st April 2026

Copy deadline 28th March 2026


edited by Nick Thomas   e-mail: nickthomas@macace.net  

Articles and contributions etc., would be appreciated preferably by e-mail nickthomas@macace.net. Please send items as either text in the 
body of the email or as a word document. (apple-mac files acceptable)

Please do not send Microsoft publisher documents as I am unable to open them. 


Welcome to the March edition of the Link

Apology.  This seems to be becoming a bit of a regular feature. I will try and do better and have 

hopefully mastered a new (albeit very old) laptop and updated software.

This month I would like to apologise to William Wood for missing out the last page of his story last 
month and to those readers who therefore came upon a rather abrupt and odd ending. I did send the 
full story out afterwards but I believe some readers may not have received it. If anyone would like it 
sending out again please email me on the above address and I will happily do so. NT 

Parish Council Minutes/Agendas

Minutes of, and agendas for, Parish Council meetings are available at:

www.crosbyravensworthparish.org.uk


Planning applications are available to view on the Yorkshire Dales planning portal here: 

https://planning.agileapplications.co.uk/yorkshiredales
and on Westmorland and Furness Council's portal here:  
https://eforms.eden.gov.uk/fastweb/search.asp

Please find below a link to the agenda for the next Crosby Ravensworth Parish Council 
meeting held on the 2nd March 2026 at 7:00pm in the Village Archives, Crosby Ravensworth; 
followed by a meeting of Maulds Meaburn Recreation Ground Trust.  
 
https://crosbyravensworthparish.org.uk/agendas/ 
 
Or directly to the PDFs here:  
 
https://crosbyravensworthparish.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/02-March-26-Ordinary-Meeting-
Agenda.pdf 
 
https://crosbyravensworthparish.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/02-March-26-MMRGT-Meeting-
Agenda.pdf
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Services at your Parish Church of St Lawrence in March/early April: the time of LENT

( for all other Benefice services please see northwestmorland.com]

Sunday March  1st/Lent 2  11.00am Holy Communion with Bishop James Bell

Sunday March 8th/Lent 3  11.00am Holy Communion with Rev Stephen Tudway

Sunday March 15th/Lent 4 Mothering Sunday 6pm Evening Prayer with Rev Stephen Tudway

Sunday March 22nd /Lent 5 11.00am Holy Communion with Rev Stephen Tudway

Sunday March 29th Palm Sunday: Benefice services  at Bolton 9.15am, Shap 10.30am and 
Askham 11.00am

Sunday April 5th EASTER DAY  Holy Communion  with Bishop James Bell preceded by coffee 
and cake from 10.30am

OTHER EASTER EVENTS at St Lawrence:
Please see posters in parish bus shelters [Reagill, MM and CR]

Holy Week leading up to Easter, Monday March 30th 9.15am Morning Prayer for 30 mins, 
followed by coffee/all welcome

Good Friday April 3rd 6.30pm  Tenebrae Service [= solemn service of shadows, 
remembering Christ's death] /all welcome

EASTER GARDEN
We will be decorating in church for Easter on Saturday 4th April - 10am. 
Please come and join us, children are most welcome as we would like 
some help to make the 
Easter garden.
 Plus there will be other easter themed activities for them to do. 
Refreshments will be available.

http://northwestmorland.com/


Crosby Ravensworth CofE Primary School

Could this be you?

Our long-serving school governor with particular skills in finance, Tom, is sadly leaving us in 
the summer, so we’re looking for an organised person with some experience of budgeting and 
financial accountability to strengthen our board of governors.

We’re a friendly and effective governor team and OFSTED gave the school a glowing report 
last year, rating it Good in all areas. Increasing numbers of children are joining us, too, so 
there’s a real buzz about the place.  

Could this new governor be you? 

It’s easy to think ‘someone else will do it’, or ‘I’m not sure I could afford the time’. We’re a small 
community and it would be so good to have an Eden Valley resident in this role. Please think 
about it!

Do come and visit, meet the team and see for yourself how personally rewarding your 
contribution could be as a volunteer for576 our fun and friendly school. Email me at 
chair@crosbyravensworth.cumbria.sch.uk or drop a note in at school and I’ll call you. At 
present we have a full complement of parent governors.

Thank you.

Barbara Wallis, chair of governors

mailto:chair@crosbyravensworth.cumbria.sch.uk


HOUSE FOR SALE - 4 Haberwain Lane, Crosby Ravensworth

A Local Occupancy Restriction applies. The buyers must comply with a local
housing need and either live or work in the parish of Crosby Ravensworth or
have a local connection. 

If you are interested and would like to arrange a viewing, please contact
David Britton Estates on 01768 800886. 



WIN AN EASTER 
SIMNEL CAKE 
(and help Katie in 

her fundraising efforts) 
 

£1 A GO

Would you like to win a home baked Simnel Cake just in time for Easter?
 
If the answer is ‘yes’, then please pop by the village shelters in either Crosby Ravensworth or Maulds Meaburn, where you 
will find some brown envelopes and a tin (from 7th March).
 
1.Write your name and phone number on an envelope
 
2.Put £1 in to the envelope and seal it.
 
If you want more than one go, just fill in that number of envelopes.
 
3.Post your envelope/s in the tin before 5pm on Friday 3rd April (Good Friday).
 
The winning envelope will be drawn on Saturday 4th April.
 
(This year, I have chosen the Calvert Trust, as the charity, for all the proceeds raised to go to. The Trust enables adults and 
children with disabilities together with their families and friends, to achieve their potential through the challenge of outdoor 
adventure locally in the Lakes. I have been on a number of activity weekends with my Mum and really enjoy my time there. 
With the help of the specially trained instructors and the use of special equipment I am able to do lots of outdoor activities, 
which since being in a wheelchair, I would not otherwise be able to do. I have done abseiling, canoeing, climbing, cycling, 
sailing, horse carriage driving and lots more. Then after a busy day of activities I enjoy a swim in the amazing hydrotherapy 
pool they have there, with lights and music system. )
 
GOOD LUCK AND THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT.
Katie Rogers (aged 17)



DATE FOR YOUR DIARY.....
 
Please keep Sunday 19th April, between 9.30am and 1.30pm 
free. Why? There’s a BIG BREAKFAST going to be held at 
Maulds Meaburn Village Institute to raise funds for Shap’s 
Open Air Swimming Pool ready for the new season starting in 
May. More details to follow on the local Whats App group, on 
posters in the shelters and in next month’s Link.





WHAT’S ON  – COME & JOIN US!

On the FIRST WEDNESDAY of every month, COFFEE MORNING 10.30am to noon. Dates:  4 March, 1 
April, 6 May, 3 June, 1 July, 5 August, 2 September, 7 October, 4 November, 2 December

 Fri 13 March     A Celebration of Simon and Garfunkel   Live music and stories of the world-class duo 
performed by Tim Chu and Ian Bailey, as heard on BBC Radio. Bar opens 6.45pm, 7.30pm start. £15. Just ask 
anyone who has seen them, how good they are! For many, this is the soundtrack of youth. Book online at 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/timtone-productions or on the door. 

Sat 11 April    Ken Nicol and Friends   More live music, with legendary vocalist, guitarist and songwriter from 
the Albion Band and Steeleye Span, accompanied by friends on violin and pedal guitar. Bar opens 6.30pm, 
music from 7pm. £15. https://wegottickets.com/event/689266 

Sun 19 April   A BIG Breakfast – in aid of Shap Pool. 

Sat 2 May   NEW! Spring Holiday Coffee Morning! 10.30 to 12. We might even be able to sit outside…

Sat 16 May    Baking demo and new foraging talk with Bake Off contestant Abbi Lawson 11am- 1.15pm. 
Includes a lunch of foraged-based soup and a fresh baked scone, only £10. 

Friday 5 June    Cocktails evening!  The perfect way to celebrate summer. Non-alcoholic versions available 
too. With tapas to graze on. 7pm

Sunday 14 June   Open Gardens   Buy a map and a bacon buttie at MMVI in the morning, then head round 
the parish.

Thur 16 July   NEWLY BOOKED! An evening with local Booker Prize-shortlisted author Sarah Hall 
(Haweswater, Helm), 7pm. £10 including a glass of wine, beer, soft drink or tea or coffee.

Thur 10 September   Talk – Dave Felton: Mapping Cumbria   A trustee of Friends of the Lake District, Dave 
is the author of The Lake District in 101 Maps & Infographics and publisher of Forty Farms. 7pm 

Saturday 7 November   Our annual Autumn Craft Fair – 10.30am to 3pm

In the pipeline: Watch out for dates for a relaxing day of yoga and a sound bath, with light lunch included; and 
some pop-up meals. 

         MMVI info: mmvi.org      Hiring enquiries: mmvi.booking@gmail.com

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/timtone-productions
https://wegottickets.com/event/689266
https://www.airbnb.co.uk/rooms/1178175293802810666?adults=2&check_in=2026-05-08&check_out=2026-05-12&search_mode=regular_search&source_impression_id=p3_1771414345_P39Gpj2LPcjzzLAF&previous_page_section_name=1000&federated_search_id=4c576e59-3b6e-4d49-ae13-d7c6f78e92f2






For bookings please email mmvi.booking@gmail.com or phone 07811 
934415

mailto:mmvi.booking@gmail.com


NEWS FROM CROSBY RAVENSWORTH C OF E SCHOOL

The whole school Forest Day mentioned last month was a huge success, with 
the children having lots of fun and learning new skills whilst helping to 
improve the school grounds at the same time by having a tidy up. There was 
painting going on, on crisp white sheets hung on lines of string; marshmallows 
being toasted on camp fires; willow weaving to make shelters and even 
cooking pancakes. Please take a look at the photos on our facebook page.

 

World Book Day is coming up on 5th March, and this year instead of asking 
the children (and staff) to come dressed as their favourite character we are 
doing something different. We have asked the children to come in to school 
wearing a fun hat....homemade, book-themed or just to make everyone smile. 
We have also asked the children to send in photos of them reading in unusual 
places. It promises to be a fun day celebrating reading and the joy which 
books bring to us.



With the Easter holidays not too far away, the children will be taking part in an 
Easter experience before they break up on 27th, learning more about the 
meanings behind the celebrations with Ruth and Andi. All children will be 
attending a special Easter service on 23rd at 2.30pm in St Lawrence’s Church 
with members of the community welcome too. Also, just before the end of 
term, the Wrens Class have squeezed in a visit to Susan’s farm for the day, 
and years 5 and 6 are off on their residential trip (more about what they got up 
to next month).

 

Our next 'Pop in and Play' is on Monday 23rd March. All children currently not 
in school or pre-school, from birth up to 5 years are welcome to join us from 
9.30am until 10.30am for fun and games. Please phone on 01931 715265to 
let us know if you'd like to come. Parents must accompany children. Please 
do pass on the message to anyone who you think might also like to know. 
This session gives you the opportunity to visit our fantastic school and meet 
the staff and pupils, whilst taking advantage of our terrific early years 
provision and your little ones can enjoy fun filled activities. If you are unable to 
come to this one, don't worry there is another session on Monday 18th May.

 

We also need to tell you that Mr Priestly (our headmaster) is taking part in the 
Great North Swim, on Windermere at 5.30pm on Friday 12th June (his very 
first Lake swim). He is raising money for Annie Mawson’s Sunbeams Music 
Trust, a local charity known to many of us which uses specialist music therapy 
to support children and adults across Cumbria who have additional needs. 
Every day within the school community we see how powerful music can be, in 
building confidence, helping with communications and bringing smiles to 
faces. If you wish to show your support by sponsoring him (any amount is 
much appreciated as it all adds up) please visit the website 
“greatnorthwsim2026.enthuse.com” and enter his name ‘Duncan Priestly’ to 
get to his fundraising page. Alternatively there is a link on our facebook page. 
Come on Mr Priestly you can do it.

 

And finally, you may remember, back in the autumn that we were asking if 
there was an individual or group of people within our local community who 
would be willing to help us in bringing some life back to our veg beds in the 
school grounds. They have become a bit neglected. If you can help please 
pop in to school or ring on 01931 715265 and speak to Abi on reception. 
Thank you in advance.


Until next month…..

http://greatnorthwsim2026.enthuse.com/


	 	 	 	 	 Tea Break Quiz


I. Name the final character: Pugh, Pugh, Barney McGrew, Cuthbert, Dibble and 
…?


II. RJ Mitchell was employed by Supermarine as an engineer - what was his most 
famous design/development and what is ‘The first of the few’?


III. St. Johnstone and Queen of the South play football in which Scottish towns?


IV. Name the month and year - Stevie Wonder is at No.1 with ‘I just called to say I 
love you’ and Prince Harry is born.


V. 11+ maths - How can you simplify m3 × m5 × m 


VI. According to the comic Frank Carson (It's the way I tell them) which two days of 
the week start with the letter ‘T’?


VII.From the 1971 PG Tips (Chimps advert) which featured two chimps as removal 
men, bowler-hatted Mr Shifter and his son were trying and failing to get a piano 
downstairs. They were then offered a cup of tea when the young chimp said:   
“Dad, do you know the piano’s on my foot?” – what did his dad reply?


VIII.“I’m playing all the right notes, not necessarily in the right order“  - the classic 
line from a Morecambe and Wise Christmas special – name the year and what 
the Christmas No.1 single was that year


IX. Staying with Morecambe and Wise – one of the classic scenes in which they 
share a bed. Eric gets out of bed and hears a police/ambulance go by with its 
siren on; he looks out of the window and says what?


X. Porridge – in the episode ‘No Way out’ one of the prisoners attempts to escape 
by digging a tunnel. The plan fails and Fletcher ends up in the infirmary where 
Mackay attempts to bribe him with an almost full, small bottle of whiskey if he 
tells him what they did with the earth from the tunnel  -  What did Fletcher tell 
Mackay about where it went?


XI. In the classic Two Ronnies ‘Four Candles’ sketch, list the other items that 
Ronnie B asked for whilst in the shop.


XII.“I have a cunning plan…” is a catchphrase from what comedy.


Answers are on last page



THE CRY OF A LEPER.   By William Wood


A diplomat posted to a large city in Asia was daily driven to and from his office in a big, white car.  The 

car flew the flag of his country.


	 In the mornings the car sped through quiet streets while people were still sleeping on the 

pavements under the same cloth that on waking they would wind around themselves. They had nothing 

else.  A few rich people, concerned at the effect of luxury on their health, and squeezed into white shorts 

and shoes, were taking their stomachs for a brisk walk along the promenade.


	 In the evenings the journey home took longer for the roads were jammed then with swarms of 

noisy black and yellow taxis, burping red buses, wobbly motorbikes and sedate scooters, long handcarts 

drawn by four-men teams, and cars older than their drivers. 


	 All this traffic moved slowly and whenever it stopped at traffic lights, hawkers would flutter round 

the vehicles selling papers, magazines, roses thrown out by the big hotels, balloons, incense sticks and 

trinkets; boys would vigorously wipe windscreens with dirty rags and beggar girls would pinch their 

borrowed, snotty babies to make them cry and come whimpering at the car windows; lepers would whine 

for alms, displaying stunted and bandaged limbs, the deformed would slide perilously between the wheels 

on skateboards shouting up at passengers until the lights changed again.  Then the ambush was lifted 

and with much joyful hooting the convoy would drive on under its own smoke screen.


	 Our diplomat soon learned to look straight through the mendicants, for not to see them was the 

only way to hold them at bay.  He had another advantage.  His car was air-conditioned so he could keep 

the windows closed and avoid the tugging and prodding of the thin and bony fingers.


	 Then one evening he was caught.  He had been engrossed in an important despatch when, 

oblivious of his surroundings he glanced up and saw a smiling face.  He smiled back automatically before 

he realised the smile belonged to an unshaven leper.  The man looked hale enough, but he was disfigured 

by his disease.  Of one hand only the stump remained, to which with a wire he had attached a tin mug.  

With the other fingerless and bandaged hand he gestured for money. It might have been a clumsy, 

cringing appeal, but it was not.  It was the eloquent, economic statement of the practised mime and the 

leper’s eyes met the diplomat’s eyes man to man with no trace of self pity or of recrimination.  It said, “I 

am poor.  You are rich.  This is how it is.”  




These impressions flashed through the diplomat’s mind so quickly that his delving into a pocket, opening 

the window and tossing a clatter of coins into the tin was almost a reflex. The beggar raised the bandages 

to his forehead and inclined slightly as if to say, “You have made the right choice.”


	 From that day on, whenever the big white car stopped at the traffic lights, the back window would 

open a discrete few centimetres and the diplomat would drop a coin into the leper’s tin.  And on occasions 

when there were important people in the car the man would not disturb them.  Neither, noticed the 

diplomat, would any of the other beggars.


	 The diplomat began to anticipate his small act of charity with some satisfaction.  It was good after 

a tiring day to exchange a secret smile with the leper.  Each had his role to play and each performed it 

the best he could.  When the security adviser reminded staff that they should vary the time and route of 

their journey to work, the diplomat thought the intelligence officer was merely doing his job, too, and took 

no notice of the warning.  Besides such precautions were impractical in such a congested city.


	 One day the diplomat opened the window a little wider than usual and after depositing his coin, he 

quietly murmured to the astonished, weather-beaten face at his side,


	 “What’s your name?”


	 “I beg pardon, sir?” asked the driver from the front seat, turning his head slightly.


	 “Oh, er, I just wondered what this fellow’s name was.”


	 “He has no name, sir.”


“Come now, Anthony, he must have a name.”


	 “No sir, that man not knowing talking, sir.”


	 “You mean he is dumb?”  The diplomat looked back out of the window but the lights had changed, 

the smoke and cacophony were rising and they slid forward with it. “A double misfortune, poor fellow,” 

thought the diplomat to himself, though he did not understand quite how this deprived him of a name.


	 As for the leper, he counted himself fortunate.  The sahib’s alms meant not only regular meals, but 

when he occasionally received paper money it represented perhaps a whole day’s work.  He was too 

shrewd, however, to rely on the one source, for he had observed that foreigners soon move on.  




In this he was proved right more quickly and dramatically than he had expected.  On a couple of 

occasions he had noticed a well-dressed man, a shade too well-dressed, waiting at the bus stop across the 

road.  The second time the man waited even after the bus had gone.  The leper did not have time to 

consider the stranger’s behaviour further because the white car with the fluttering flag and the friendly 

sahib came along and when it had gone, so had the waiting man, though no other bus had stopped.


The next time the leper again saw the man just as the white car was arriving.  When it drew up in 

the queue the man ran across the road.  He pulled something from the plastic bag he was carrying.


The leper darted between the disorderly rows of traffic to reach “his” car first.  The diplomat looked 

round casually, expecting the usual smile.  He only saw the leper’s warning cry.  For no sound escaped 

the contorted mouth.  The bullets spat against the car and into something soft as the diplomat dived for 

the floor, shielded by the leper’s body.





We are no longer running the 'Bus stop' collections from your 
village on the 2nd Wednesday of each month, so please don’t 
leave any donations there.
 
The GREAT news is we have now employed a driver that lives very 
close to you. This means we can collect your donations for us 
ANYTIME you wish. You no longer have to wait until the Bus Stop 
run!
 
Just contact us to make your collection appointment.
 
Complete an online form -
 
https://www.greatnorthairambulance.co.uk/support-us/fundraising/
recycle/clothing-collections/
 
Or call us on 01325 308139 to arrange a collection.We love to 
accept any clean clothing, coats, belts, shoes (in pairs) and 
handbags.
 
Unfortunately we're UNABLE to collect any household textiles such 
as towels, bedding, curtains and table cloths and books/bric a brac 
as these cost the charity to be taken away which isn't great for our 
funds.
 
We employ all of our drivers and own all of our vans so you know 
that ALL of your donation come to us direct. We receive no 
Government grants, we totally depend on your donations to keep 
saving lives in your area.
 
We haven’t put bags out door to door for a year now in order to 
save plastic waste.
 
All of our donations are by pre-arranged collection only.
 
Thank you for your donations in advance!

https://www.greatnorthairambulance.co.uk/support-us/fundraising/recycle/clothing-collections/
https://www.greatnorthairambulance.co.uk/support-us/fundraising/recycle/clothing-collections/


Tea Break Quiz Answers


I. Grubb  -  the fireman from Trumpton 


II. The Spitfire aeroplane + the film about his life (1942 Leslie Howard)


III. Perth and Dumfries


IV. September 1984

V. m9 

VI. Today and Tomorrow

VII.“You hum it son, I’ll play it.”

VIII.1971 and Benny Hill with ‘Ernie, (The fastest milkman in the west)

IX. ‘He's not going to sell much ice-cream going at that speed, is he?’

X. “They dug another tunnel and put the earth down there.”

XI. Plugs - "thirteen amp" 


               Saw tips – “what do you want? Ointment?”

               ‘O's’ – “as in Mon Repos"

                ‘P’s’ - tins of peas

                 Pumps - "foot pumps - brown pumps size nine".

                 Washers –“tap washers”.

                 A different assistant then reads Ronnie B’s list and opens a drawer 
labelled ‘Billhooks’


XII.  Blackadder



